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Narch 5 , 2 00 4 LB 479

SENATOR CUDABACK: Th ank you, Senator Erdman. Senator Kremer,
on the Baker amendment to LB 479.

SENATOR KRENER: Thank you, Senator Cudaback and members of the
Legislature. Senator Bourne I think had some good points, and I
agree with him. I think that we need to kind of look at that to
make sure that somebody going to expand does qualify for LB 775
money. What we tried to do last year, and didn't get i t do ne
because we ran out of time, was to clarify what the intent of
the Legislature was. And I think this answers Senator Erdman's
questions a little bit. That the plant had to be up and running
by a certain date, and operating, in order to qualify. Then we
found out there are some ways to get around that, which I do not
think what the intent was, but we could not go hack and make it
retroactive. The 15 million gallons, I fust figured that up.
If we' re saying that they have to be producing at that rate on a
30-day period using the same criteria that we were with 100,000
gallons per year, that means in a 30-day period they would have
to be producing 1,250,000 gallons. Now if a plant i s a
40 million gallon plant, and this is about...if they would have
been up running on June 30, they'd have three and a half, four
months to get up to that point of only 1,250,000 gallons in the
30-day period. I think that's very reasonable. I think they
can do that. I know the Central City plant did not get their
permits until about July 15 of this year. Nany of t h e o ther
plants had permits before that but were having trouble funding,
or many other things. The Central City plant got their permits
on July 15. They started building the next day. There were not
be able...they were not able to build any structure, but they
did have a lot of the ground work done before that. A nd they
were determined that they were going to meet the qualifications
the way that we...I think we intended, and the way they read it,
that they would have that plant up and running full steam o n
June 30, or at least producing 100,000 gallons with the finished
plant. So I t hink it's only fair that, especially when we' re
out of money — we have a hill coming up later that would take
care of the S42 million shortfall, but if we let another five or
seven or whatever plants come on, we could be 5150 million
short. But I still think if they aren't getting EPIC funds,
they should qualify for LB 775 money. I think that it's very
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